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SCHOOL  REPOET, 


In  compliance  witli  the  laws  of  tlie  State  the  Superintending 
School  Committee  of  Fitzwilliam  submit  to  the  town  the  follow- 
ing Report  of  the  schools  for  the  year  ending  March  8th,  1870: 

In  the  discharge  of  the  duties  of  his  office,  your  Committee 
has  Ausited  (with  one  exception)  every  school  twice  each  term, 
Q.  and  many  of  them  three  times — is  pleased  to  report  that  there 
f^  has  been  in  all,  much,  and  in  several,  very  great  improvement 
vr>  during   the   past  year.     The  amount   of  improvement  in  the 
Q.  schools  has  been,  as  is  the  case  generally,  in  proportion  to  the 
capacity  and  skill  of  the  several  teachers.     At  the  commence- 
ment of  the  schools,  your  Committee  called  the  attention  of  the 
teachers  to,  and  urged  upon  them  the  importance  of  a  thorough 
and  systematic  course  of  instruction,  and  he  is  happy  to  be  able 
to  state  that  most  of  them  responded  cheerfully  to  the  sugges- 
tion, and  the  good  results  were  evident  in  all  such  at  the  closing 
examination ;  and  in  all  the.  schools  there  has  been  a  cheering 
evidence  that  the  teachers  have  endeavored  to  address  themselves 
more  to  the  minds  of  their  pupils  and  teach  them  the  substance 
and  not  simply  the  shadow.     Although  the  success  of  our  public 
schools  depends  mainly  upon  the  ability  and  efficiency  of  the 
■^   teachers  who  have  them  in  charge,  yet  there  are  duties  devolv- 
\ing  upon  the  parents  more  binding  even,  and  in  no  consideration 
of  less  importance.     It  is   your  duty  to  secure  the  services  of 
teachers  who  are  in  every  way  qualified  to  instruct  your  chil- 
dren —  not  simply  learn  them    to    read,   Avrite  and  spell,  as 
S    was  formerly  considered  the  entire  duty  of  a  school  teacher — 
^    but  employ  such  as  Avill  break  over  that  old  prescribed  routine 
V*^and  lay  before  their  scholars  each  day  topics  of  interest,  not  to 
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be  found  in  text  books,  and  encourage  the  discussion  and  inves- 
tigation of  the  same.  If  this  method  of  instruction  should  be 
practiced  to  the  extent  we  think  it  ought,  your  children  would 
soon  love  to  ildnh,  and  in  this  way  eventually  become  practical 
men  and  women.  Parents  can  benefit  their  children  by  encour- 
aging them  to  pursue  their  studies  during  vacation  ;  also  by  urg- 
ing them  to  read  important  books,  historical  or  scientific.  Your 
Committee  has  observed  that  in  those  districts  where  the  citizens 
have  been  united  in  sustaining  the  teachers  and  have  given  to. 
the  schools  their  cordial  and  efficient  support  the  improvement 
has  been  evidently  much  greater  than  in  others  where  a  spirit  of 
controversy  or  of  indifference  merely,  prevailed.  Parents  should 
reflect  that  a  controversy  in  a  district  is  nearly  certain  to  involve 
the  school  and  impair  its  usefulness  and  necessarily  react  ad- 
versely upon  the  best  interests  of  their  own  children.  In  a  system 
so  complicated  as  that  pertaining  to  our  common  schools,  and 
where  the  interests  of  so  many  are  involved,  many  of  which  are 
of  the  highest  moment,  it  is  not  strange  that  there  should  be 
occasionally  a  diversity  of  opinion  in  relation  to  specific  measures. 
Yet  in  order  to  reahze  from  our  public  schools  the  greatest  good, 
it  is  manifestly  essential  there  should  be  a  union  of  feeling  and 
■  efforts  by  all  interested,  viz :  the  committees,  parents,  teachers 
and  pupils. 

Our  system  of  free  schools  is  the  pride  of  Ncav  England,  and 
the  foundation  of  our  free  institutions  and  the  defense  of  a  free 
government.  It  is  to  their  influence  that  society  is  indebted  for 
its  refinement  and  prosperity.  An  institution  which  is  capable 
of  doing  so  much  toward  benefitting  an  entire  community  is 
deserving  of  a  generous  support  and  earnest  co-operation. 

l^our  Prudential  Committees  have  been  fortunate  in  securing 
the  services  of  competent  teachers  in  most  instances  during  the 
past  year.  In  making  the  above  statement  your  Committee 
would  not  have  you  infer  that  he  considers  the  teachers  employed 
in  town  during  the  past  year  as  faultless,  for  such  is  not  the  case. 
Some  have  failed  in  discipline ;  some  have  allowed  their  scholars 
to  pass  so  rapidly  over  their  studies  as  not  to  understand  clearly 
the  principles  involved,  thus  losing  the  practical  benefit  they  are 


calculated  to  aftord  ;  laanv  have  confined  themselves  too  much 
to  text  books,  and  thus  failed  to  instruct  orally — a  method  we 
consider  of  more  importance  than  any  other  practised  in  our 
schools — but  as  a  whole,  notwithstanding  the  faults  specified 
above,  our  teachers  have  performed  their  duty  nobly  and  are 
deserving  of  high  commendation. 

Your  Committee  feels  it  a  duty  to  urge  upon  our  citizens  again 
the  necessity  of  providing  our  schools  with  better  furniture  and 
apparatus  for.  illustrating  the  branches  taught.  Few  of  our 
school  houses  are  ornamented  by  out-line  maps,  and  only  one 
district  can  boast  the  possession  of  a  terrestrial  globe.  Taking 
into  consideration  the  very  low  price  for  which  the  above  can  be 
obtained,  and  the  benefit  to  be  derived  from  their  use,  we  can 
but  consider  it  an  unpardonable  neglect  on  the  part  of  each  dis- 
trict, that  they  are  not  provided  for  each  school. 

EXAMINATION  OF  SCHOOLS. 

The  object  of  the  examination  of  a  school  at  its  close,  is  to 
ascertain  the  actual  amount  of  improvement  it  has  made  during 
the  term.  Apparently  the  object  is  not  always  so  understood 
by  teachers.  Some  seem  to  think  that  by  training  their  scholars 
in  some  special  exercises — just  for  the  occasion — they  will  be  able 
to  present  us  with  a  pleasing  exhibition.  This  method  may- 
gratify  the  vanity  of  some  parents,  and  possibly  lead  them  to 
think  that  the  teacher  is  wonderfully  adapted  to  his  calling  and 
that  the  scholars  have  progressed  rapidly.  Now  we  believe  this 
to  be  a  palpable  fraud  and  deserving  of  a  decided  rebuke.  We 
prefer  to  witness  an  examination  that  shows  each  scholar  in  hij? 
true  bearing,  because  that  in  this  way,  and  in  no  other,  can  we 
accurately  judge  of  the  progress  made  from  term  to  term. 

BOOKS. 

Your  Committee  is  pleased  to  state  that  the  exchange  proposed 
in  last  year's  Report  has  been  fully  completed  and  that  it  has 
already  had  a  salutary  effect.  No  further  change  is  deemed 
necessary  at  present. 


SCHOOL  HOUSES. 

.  Considerable  money  has  been  expended  during  the  past  two 
years  m  the  various  districts, for  repairing  school  houses,  and  as 
a  result  most  of  them  are  at  present  in  fair  condition.  The  one 
in  District  No.  10  is  rather  ancient,  but  will  be  likely  to  undergo 
a  radical  change  before  long.  District  No.  9  is  deserving  of 
gi-eat  credit  for  the  marked  improvement  in  their  school  house. 
Last  year  it  was  classed  as  one  of  the  poorest — this  year  as  one 
of  the  very  best  in  town. 


FIRST  DISTRICT— SUMi\lER  -TERM. 

Teacher,  Miss  Ada  J.  Parks  of  Charlestown. 
Length  of  School,  10  week?.  Number  of  Scholar?,  29. 

Average  attendance,  26-  Tardiness,  4. 

This  was  Miss  Parks's  lirst  term  in  this  district,  and  she 
proved  herself  an  active,  thorough  and  efficient  teacher.  Her 
scholars  were  encouraged  to  think  for  themselves,  and  no  unnec- 
essary aid  was  given  them.  In  this  way  they  became  masters 
of  Avhat  they  had  been  over.  The  scholars  showed  an  earnest- 
ness to  do '  their  very  best  at  the  examination.  Supported  by 
the  entire  district,  Miss  P.  Avas  enabled  to  do  a  good  work  and 
to  give  unqualified  satisfaction. 


FIRST  DISTRICT— WINTER  TERM. 

Same  T?:achee. 

Length  of  School,  12  weeks.  Number  of  Scholars,  40. 

Average  attendance,  32.  Tardiness,  1. 

The  school  being  larger  this  term  than  in  summer,  it  natural- 
ly became  more  interesting,  and  the  teacher  finding  her][duties 
increased,  began  her  work  with  renewed  earnestness.  The  same 
success  attended  her  efforts  in  this  as  in  the  former  terin.  The 
exercises  at  the  close  were  excellent,  and  reflected  much  credit 
ca  the  teacher  and  district  generally. 
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SECOND  DISTRICT— SUMMER  TERM. 

Teacher,  Mrs.  Ellen  A.  B.  Platts. 

Jieugth  of  School,  7  weeks.  Nxunber  of  Scholars,  13. 

Average  attendance.,  11)^.  Tardiness,  0. 

Mrs.  Platts  Avas  the  successful  teacher  of  the  previous  term. 
(Jareful  attention  was  given  to  the  recitations,  andjt  was  evident 
that  the  teacher  insisted  upon  her  scholars  understanding  fully 
that  which  they  attempted  to  learn.  Your  Committee  was  not 
able  to  be  present  St  the  closing  examination,  yet  from~reliable 
information,  feels  authorized  to  report  it  as  perfectly  satisfactory 
to  all  present. 

SECOND  DISTRICT— WINTER  TERM. 

Same  Teaciiek. 

Length  of  School,  14  weeks  and  2  days.         Number  of  Scholars,  17. 
Average  attendance,  13-  Tardiness,  3. 

This  was  Mrs.  Platts's  third  term  in  this  district.  Being 
acquainted  Ayith  the  acquirement  and  capacity  of  each  scholar, 
she  was  enabled  to  enter  at  once  upon  her  duties,  and  lose  no 
time  in  classifying  her  school.  This  Avas  a  good  school,  and  Mrs. 
P.  still  proves  herself  one  of  our  most  successful  teachers.  If 
there  could  exist  in  all  schools  such  a  unanimity  of  feeling  and 
such  a  determination  to  support  the  school  and  sustain  the 
teacher,  we  should  have  no  poor  schools.  The  improvement  in 
reading  was  especially  Avorthy  of  jiotice.  The  examination  was 
unusually  satisfactory. 

THIRD  DISTRICT— SUMMER  TERM. 

Teacher,  Miss  Emilie  Martin  of  Richmond. 

Length  of  School,  9  weeks.  Number  of  Scholars,  18. 

Average  attendance,  15^^.  Tardiness,  0. 

Miss  INIartin  is  a  teacher  of  considerable  experience,  and  i^i 
this  school  she  devoted  lier  time  and  efforts  faithfully  to  the  in- 
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terests  of  her  scholars.  The  appearance  of  the  school  was 
good.  The  orderly  and  quiet  manner  in  which  the  exercises 
were  conducted,  afforded  evidence  of  a  thorough  training,  and 
showed  that  the  term  had  been  one  of  much  improvement.  We 
were  very  happy  to  find  that  there  was  not  a  single  instance  of 
tardiness  during  the  entire  term. 

THIRD  DISTRICT— WINTER  /TERM. 

Teacher,  Miss  Mary  M.  Btjebank. 

Length  of  School,  10  weeks.  Number  of  Scholars,  10. 

Average  attendance,  \S.  Tardiness,  0. 

This  was  a  good  school.  Miss  Burbank  not  only  brought  to 
her  aid  the  help  of  a  long  experience,  but  an  ability  to  govern 
and  teach  correctly.  A  very  commendable  feature  in  school, 
was  punctuality  and  regularity  of  attendance.  The  pupils  Avere 
very  accurately  drilled  in  the  elements ;  also,  in  readmg,  arith- 
metic, geography,  &c.,  and  in  a  variety  of  interesting  and  useful 
mental  exercises.  The  scholars  wxre  quiet  and  orderly  (with 
one  exception)  throughout  the  term,  and  made  commendable 
progress  in  their  studies.  Not  a  single  case  of  tardiness  during 
the  entire  year. 


FOURTH  DISTRICT— SUMMER  TERM. 

Teacher,  Miss  Emma  L.  Lebourveau. 

Length  of  School,  8  weeks.  Number  of  Scholars,   13. 

Average  attendance,  12iji.  Tardiness,  5. 

The  success  of  this  school  was  quite  satisfactory  to  your 
Committee,  and  the  citizens  of  the  district  evidently  appreciated 
the  services  of  the  teacher.  Good  order  was  a  prominent  fea- 
ture of  the  school,  and  the  recitations  at  the  close  showed  com- 
mendable  progress.  The  school,  though  small,  afforded  a  very 
interesting  examination. 


FOURTH  DISTRICT— WINTER  TERM. 

Same  teachek.  * 

Length  of  School,  12  weeks.  Number  of  Scholars,  19. 

Average  attendance,  17J^.  Tardiness,  5. 

This  was  Miss  Lebourveaii's  third  term  in  this  district.  The 
same  good  order  prevailed  in  this  as  in  her  former  schools.  The 
closmg  examination  was  quite  fully  attended  by  parents  and 
friends,  and  all  agreed  with  your  Committee  in  pronouncing  it  a 
orood  school. 


FIFTH  DISTRICT— SUMMER  TERM. 

GRAMMAR   SCHOOL. 
Teacher,  Miss  S.  J.  Keed. 

Length  of  School,  11  weeks.  Number  of  Scholars,  .33. 

Average  attendance,  31.  Tardiness,  3. 

WIXTER  SCHOOL— Same  Teacher. 

Length  of  School,  12  weeks.  Number  of  Scholars,  36. 

Average  attendance,  33.  Tardiness,  1. 

In  Summer  this  was  a  model  school.  The  teacher,  aided  by 
a  long  experience,  not  only  understands  the  art  of  teaching,  bufe 
the  duties  devolving  upon  her  as  an  instructor ;  also  the  duties 
of  those  placed  under  her  charge.  The  cheerfulness  and  alac- 
rity which  seemed  always  to  pervade  this  school  in  all  their  ex- 
ercises, indicate  that  the  teacher  possesses  the  high  art  of  making 
learning  a  pleasure  and  a  delight  to  the  scholar.  Throughout 
the  term,  the  exercises  of  each  day  were  varied  by  the  introduc- 
tion of  calisthenics,  singing,  and  the  discussion  of  interesting 
and  important  topics.  The  examination  was  one  of  rare  inter- 
est, and  was  enjoyed  by  many  friends  and  parents. 

The  Winter  terai  being  still  in  session,  your  Committee  will 
not  be  able  to  give  a  full  report.  It  is  beheved  that  Miss  Reed 
never  labored  harder  for  the  interest  of  her  school  than  during 
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the  present  term.  It  is  also  believed,  that  the  progress  of  the 
-school  has  been  much  impaired  by  an  apparent  desire  of  some 
of  the  larfer  boys  to  annoy  and  discomfort  the  teacher,  when  in 
the  discharge  of  her  duties. 

FIFTH  DISTRICT— SUMMER  TERM. 

PRIMARY    SCHOOL. 

Teacher,  Miss  Abbie  H.  Kimball. 

Lengtli  of  School,  11  weeks.  Number  of  Schohirs,  2i. 

Average  attendance,  21.  Tardiness,  1. 

FALL  TER^I— Same  TE5i,CHER. 

Length  of  School,  11  weeks.  Number  of  Scholars,  29. 

Average  attendance,  24.  Tardiness,  3. 

The  teacher  of  this  school  needs  httle  praise  at  our  hands. 
The  past  two  terms  have  kept  pace  with  those  of  her  preceding 
terms  in  this  school.  We  have  found  the  same  quiet  discipline, 
and  the  same  strong  desire  to  benefit  those  placed  under  her 
charge,  both  morally  and  intellectually.  Miss  Kimball  enlivened 
the  interest  of  her  scholars  by  introducing  interesting  and  prof- 
itable exercises.  The  average  attendance  of  the  Fall  term  was 
considerably  decreased  on  account  of  sickness.  The  examina- 
tion at  the  close  of  both  terms  was  very  satisfactory. 


SEVENTH  DISTRICT— SUMMER  TERM. 

Teacher,  Miss  Careie  F.  Pratt. 

Length  of  School,  8  weeks.  Number  of  Sc!ioh\rs,  18. 

Ayerage  attendance,  16i^.  Tardiness,  5. 

WINTER  TERM— Same  Teacher. 

Length  of  School,  81^  weeks.  Number  of  Scholars,  20. 

Average  attendance,  15}.^.  Tardiness,  5. 

This  was  the   commencement  of  Miss  Pratt's  labors  as  a 
teacher.     Having  a  cheerful  disposition,  and  being  sincerely 
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devoted  to  her  duties,  her  eftbi'ts  were  untiring  and  her  influence 
salutary  on  those  under  her  care.  Miss  P.  is  well  adapted  to 
her  new  calling,  and  aided  by  experience  will  unquestionably 
make  an  excellent  teacher.  Marked  improvement  was  made  by 
the  scholars  in  all  branches  taught,  and  the  good  conduct  and 
diligence  in  study  was  worthy  of  commendation.  The  same 
pleasing  success  attended  her  eftbrts  in  Winter  as  in  Summer, 
but  the  school  was  jDrematurely  brought  to  a  close  on  account  of 
sickness.     No  examination  at  the  close  of  the  Winter  school. 


•      EIGHTH  DISTRICT— SUMMER  TERM. 

Teacher,  Miss  Lillie  A.  Forristall. 

Length  of  School,  8  w-ecks.  Numbei*  of  Scholars,  25. 

Average  attendance,  23.  Tardiness,  13. 

Miss  Forristall  labored  hard  to  make  this  a  good  school,  and 
had  she  been  seconded  in  her  effort  by  all  her  scholars,  this 
would  have  been  to  them  a  very  profitable  term.  The  school 
appeared  well  at  the  commencement,  but  later  in  the  term,  much 
to  the  annoyance  of  the  teacher,  some  of  the  pupils  became 
restless  and  ^omewhat  unmanageable.  Still  they  made  fair  pro- 
gress in  their  studies,  and  the  school  apj^eared  very  well  at  the 
closing  examination. 


EIGHTH  DISTRICT— WINTER  TERM. 
Teacher,  Mr.  Harlan  P.  Townsend,  Athol,  Mass. 

Length  of  School,  11  weeks.  Number  of  Scholars,  27. 

Average  attendance,  20.  Tardiness,  0. 

This  was  a  good  school.  The  teacher  possessed  the  neces- 
sary tact  and  zeal  to  fully  arouse  the  ambition  of  the  school. 
]\Ir.  Townsend  proved  himself  a  good  disciplinarian  and  a  thor- 
ough instructor.  Evidently  no  preparation  had  been  made  for 
effect  at  the  close  of  school,  yet  all  the  classes  passed  the  exam- 
ination in  a  very  satisfactory  manner.  The  average  attendance 
was  considerably  decreased  on   account  of  the   prevalence  of 
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.^carlefe  fever  in  the  district  during  the  term.  It  is  very  gratify- 
ing to  your  Committee  to  be  able  to  report  that  there  has  not 
been  an  instance  of  tardiness  durino;  the  term. 


NINTH  DISTRICT— SUMMER  TERM. 

Teacher,  Miss  Kellie  M.  Smith,  Eindge. 

Length  of  School,  8  weeks.  Number  of  Scholars,  22. 

Avei'age  attendance,  20.  Tardiness,  5. 

Miss  Smith  Avas  earnest  in  her  endeavors  to  promote  the»best 
interests  of  her  school.  Her  method  of  discipline  was  mild,  yet 
she  succeeded  in  keeping  good  order,  and  had  a  very  successful 
term.  The  examination  at  the  close,  showed  that  the  school  had 
made  commendable  progress. 


NINTH  DISTRICT— WINTER  TERM. 

Teacher,  Miss  Betsey  K.  Stakley,  Troy. 

Length  of  School,  7  weeks.  Number  of  Scholars,  31. 

Average  attendance,  27)^.  Tardiness,  6.    « 

The  teacher  was  well  qualified,  and  seemed  devoted  to  her 
work,  but  the  appearance  of  the  school  throughout  the  term  was 
very  much  marred  by  want  of  good  order  and  system.  Conse- 
quently but  little  progress  was  made  by  the  pupils  in  their  stud- 
ies. Some  of  the  scholars  needed  a  stronger  will  than  that 
evinced  by  the  teacher,  for  their  proper  government. 


TENTH  DISTRICT— SUMMER  TERM. 

Teacher,  Mrs.  Addie  F.  Lebourveau. 

Length  of  School,  7  weeks.  Number  of  Scholars,  16. 

'    Average  attendance,  15)4.  Tardiness,  2.     ' 

This  was  a  pleasant  and  profitable  term ;  and  though  short, 
much  was  accomplished.     The  teacher  Avas  devoted  to  her  work, 
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assisted  by  her  scholars  and  sustained  by  their  parents,  her 
efforts  were  crowned  with  pleasing  results.  The  examination 
was  quite  fully  attended,  and  all  agreed  in  pronouncing  it  a  good 

^3chool. 


TENTH  DISTRICT— WINTER  TERM. 

Teaclier,  Miss  Mattie  A.  Baker,  Templeton,  Mass. 

Length  of  School,  8  weeks.  Number  of  Scholars,  22. 

Average  attendance,  21.  Tardiness,  2. 

,  This  was  an  excellent  school.  The  scholars,  and  district  gen- 
erally, were  glad  to  welcome  Miss  Baker  back  to  the  school  in 
•whicti  she  had  been  so  successful  the  previous  Winter.  She 
still  proves  herself  a  thorough  and  efficient  teacher.  Good  order 
and  a  desire  on  the  part  of  the  scholars  to  comply  with  the  re- 
quests of  the  teacher,  was  a  pleasing  feature  of  the  school. 
Good  progress  was  made  in  all  studies  pursued.  The  examina- 
tion was  satisfactory. 

ELEVENTH  DISTRICT— SUMMER  TERM. 

Teacher,  Miss  Maky  A.  Putney. 

Length  of  School,  9  weeks.  Number  of  Scholars,  20. 

Average  attendance,  19 ?4'.  Tardiness,  0. 

WINTER  TERM— Same  Teachek. 

Lcngtli  of  School,  8  weeks.  Number  of  Scholars,  22. 

Average  attendance,  16%.  Tardiness,  18. 

The  teacher  in  this  school,  although  without  previous  experi- 
ence, maintained  good  order,  and  the  scholars  made  good  pro- 
ficiency in  their  studies.  !Che  fidelity  with  which  Miss  Putney 
commences  her  labors  as  a  teaclier,  if  continued,  warrants  suc- 
cess. The  Summer  school  appeared  well  at  the  close,  and 
afforded  unmistakable  evidence  of  a  good  school.  Her  efforts 
in  Winter  were  equally  pleasing,  but  at  the  close  of  the  eighth 
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week,  the  school  having  become  very  small,  on  account  of  sick- 
tiess  (only  three  or  four  scholars  able  to  attend,)  it  was  thought 
beat  to  close  the  term  prematurely.     No  examination. 


TWELFTH  DISTRICT— SUMMER  TERM. 

Teach'er,  Miss  Susan  Fisher. 

Length  of  School,  8}:<  weeks.  Number  of  Scholars,  16. 

Average  attendance,  15)^.  Tardiness,  0. 

Miss  Fisher  has  had  considerable  experience  in  teaching,  and 
evidently  loves  the  profession.  She  labored  diligently  and  faith- 
fully to  advance  the  best  interest  of  her  school.  It  is  particu- 
larly gratifying  to  see  that  in  this  school,  where  many  of  the 
scholars  have  far  to  go,  there  was  not  an  instance  of  tardiness 
durino;  the  term.     The  examination  was  satisfactory. 

TWELFTH  DISTRICT— WINTER  TERM. 

Teacher,  Miss  Emily  E.  .Tillson.  Eichmond. 

Length  of  School,  9}^^  weeks.  Number  of  Scholars,  22. 

Average  attendance,  19.  Tardiness,  7. 

This  teacher  proved  herself  a  good  disciplinarian  and  thor- 
oudi  instructor.  She  conducted  her  school  with  becoming 
energy.  The  average  attendance  in  this  school,  as  is  the  case 
in  some  others,  fias  been  considerably  diminished  by  scholars 
attending  from  other  districts  a  short  time,  then  leaving  to 
attend  their  own  school.  The  examination  reflected  credit  on 
the  teacher,  and  (with  one  exception)  the  entire  school. 

HIGH    SCHOOL. 

This  school,  under  the  direction  of  Mr.  R.  A.  Fuller,  (a  re- 
cent, graduate  of  Amherst  College),  commenced  Aug.  16th, 
and  continued  ten  weeks.     This  term  began  under  very  farora,- 
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ble  auspices,  there  being  51  scholars  at  the  beginning.  Your 
committee  will  not  attempt  to  disguise  the  fact  that  this  schoo) 
did  not  meet  the  high  expectations  which  were  entertained  in  re- 
gard to  it  at  the  commencement.  Notwithstanding  Mr.  Fuller 
came  to  us  highly  recommended  as  a  teacher,  it  was  soon  appa- 
rent that  he  was  lamentably  deficient  as  a  disciplinarian.  He 
evidently  supposed  that  this  school  could  be  conducted  on  the 
same  plan,  as  far  as  regards  government,  as  our  higher  institu- 
tions of  learning ;  and  while  it  resulted,  in  many  instances,  in 
little  or  no  benefit  to  many  of  those  who  attended  it,  still  there 
were  those  whose  sense  of  honor  was  a  sufficient  restraint  upon 
their  conduct.  Such  scholars  attained  a  fair  proficiency.  Let 
it  not  be  argued  that,  because  we  have  partially  failed  in  this, 
our  first  attempt,  that  in  future  we  are  to  make  no  provision  for 
a  school  of  this  kind.  It  would  be  as  reasonable  to  condemn 
Christianity  through  the  private  delinquencies  of  a  few  profoss- 
insr  christians. 


The  amount  of  money  expended  hi  town  for  educational  pur- 
poses the  past  year  is  11911.94 — 1100  of  which  was  appropri- 
ated for  the  support  of  the  High  School,  leaving  $1811.94  to 
be  expended  in  the  public  schools — an  average  of  $5.71  to  each 
scholar.  An  increase  of  11.08  per  scholar  over  last  year.  We 
have  had  an  aggregate  of  226  3-4  weeks  of  school,  21 1-4  Aveeks 
more  than  last  year.  The  nuniljer  of  scholars  in  town,  not  in- 
cluduig  those  in  Dist.  No.  6,  who  are  sent  to  Troy,  is  31T. 

Visits  by  citizens,  567,  exclusive  of  final  examination. 

The  foregoing  report  is  respectfully  submitted. 

A.  R.  GLEASON, 

Sup^t  School  Committee. 
Fitzwilliam,  Feb.  26,  1870. 
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PKUDENTJAJi 
COMMITTEE. 

Jonas  Damon, 

Charles  Perry,                    • 

Daniel  Burbank, 

Sumner  J.  ."Reed, 

Charles  C.  Carter,                 f 

Beniamin  F.  Potter, 
C.  Danverse  Bigelovf, 
Eli  llichards, 
Thomas  Moort;, 
Nelson  Boswortb, 
Oliver  W.  Smith, 

■ElCI'elSla 

-^  'M  CO  -«f     iC      ■■£ 

t^  X  O  O  1-1  CI 

SELECTMEN'S  REPORT. 


The  subscribers,  Selectmen  of  Fitzwilliam,  submit    to   yon 
their  Report  for  the  year  ending  March  1st,  1870. 

Amount  of  Money  raised  by  Tax. 

For  State  Tax, 
''    County" 
Town  -Grant  for  Schools, 
General  Town  charges, 
Non-resident  Highway  Tax, 
School  District  No.  5', 

SurpluBsage  on  the  above. 
Tax  on  Dogs, 

Amount  put  in  hands  of  Collector, 

Rate  on  One  hundred  dollars,  $2.20. 

We  have  drawn  153  Orders  on  the  Treasurer  of  the  Town, 
amounting  to  $8775.72,  making  payment  thereby  as  follows : 


^2220 

00 

1070 

10 

1600 

00 

5000 

00 

173 

85 

75 

00 

15 

00 

150 

00 

3G5 

38 

77 

00 

$10,751 

89 

Expended  for  Schools.* 

District  No.  1, 

$191  00 

a 

'  2 

119  00 

a 

3,' 

158  00 

'' 

4, 

119  00 

k; 

5, 

421  00 

>■• 

oi 

10  70 

ik 

7, 

117  00 

'' 

•  8, 

182  00 

(( 

^', 

128  00 

a 

10, 

123  00 

a 

11, 

103  75 

ii. 

12, 

115  24 

High 

School, 

100  00 

.$1887  09 

*The  amount  of  $243,  ansing  from  Tax  on  Dogs,  np  to  the  year  18C8, 
has  been  equally  expended  among  the  several  schools,  according  to  law, 
and  is  included  in  the  above  expenditures. 
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Notes  and  Interest  Paid. 


Ahial  Araadon, 

note  and  interest. 

1141  05 

Lyman  Cobleigh, 

a 

" 

1039  34 

John  Cobleigli, 

'' 

G76  82 

Chloe  F.  Damon, 

•     a 

426  73 

Sarah  Lyon, 

u 

187  60 

0.  &  A.  W.  Hawkins,  tnis 

(.; 

215  00 

Jane  E.  Whitcomb, 

" 

398  09 

"David  Whitney, 

a 

226  00 

Ira  Bailey,  Town  Bond, 

u 

202  00 

Town  Paupers. 


$3512  63 


Paid  for  Support  of  Anna  Stone, 
Clothing  for         " 
Support  of  Lula  Boyce, 
School  Books  for  Lula  Boyce, 
Support  of  Simeon  Merrifield, 
Funeral  expenses  of  Simeon  Merrifield, 
Support  of  Jonas  Miles, 
■  "■         Jude  Fassett, 
(^'lothing  for         " 
Support  of  Emory  Taft, 

"         Mary  Carter  and  child. 
Shoes  for  Mary  Carter's  child, 
Fare  and  expenses  of  Mary  ( 'Ortoi-  and  Boy. 

to  Mississippi, 
Support  of  Maria  Wyman, 
'•         John  A.  Streeter, 
Paid  Dr.  Cumraings,  medical  service  to  J.  A.  Streeter 
''  "•  •'  Maria  Wyman 

''  •'  Polly  Osborn 

and  C.  E.  Chase, 


¥i4 

lio 

9 

02 

49 

50 

76 

58 

25 

15 

25 

81 

00 

74 

50 

3 

15 

74 

25 

72 

88 

1 

45 

60 

70 

64 

50 

200 

64 

,19 

00 

,    4 

50 

6 

15 

§869  75 
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County  Paupers. 

Paid  ibr  Support  of  Lucy  Kice,  ^10  50 

Josiah  Wilson,  99  00 

Clothing  for         "  14  14 

Support  of  Smilie  children,  7.1  43 

'^         Mrs.  Daiiforth,  hicluding  clothing,  24  2.5 

'•         'Cransient  Paupers,  29  7-5 

Paid  Dr.  Ouuunings,  medical  services  to  J.  Wilson,  17  00 


.>$330  0' 


Roads  and  Bridges. 

Paid  Sidney  H.  Wheeler,  repairing  bridge,         1869, 

breaking  roads, 
Oren  Grant  " 

Leander  Richardson,  repairing  bridge, 

L.  Richardson,  breaking  and  repairing  road,  '^ 

Isaac  W.  Stone,  breaking  road,  '' 

Edwin  Emerson,  ''  " 

Wm.  Lebourveau,  breaking  &  repairing  road,  " 

Fred.  E.  Pierce,  repairing  bridge,  " 

"  breaking  roads,  " 

Phineas  Whitcomb,         "•  '' 

Sylvester  Drury, '  "  " 

Dustin  A.  Gee,  repairing  and  breaking  road, '' 

'Jonathan  Page,  breaking  road,  " 
D.  H.  Reed,  repairing  Winchendon,  Richmond, 

and  road  in  District  No.  8,  " 

D.  C  Bissell,  repairing  road  and  sluice,  " 
N.  U.  Cahill, 

.].  T.  Thompson,        "  '•'■ 

Alfred  Whitney,  repairing  bridge,  " 

"  "         road, 

Charles  Bigelow,       ''  "■  " 

John  Burbank,  breaking  road, 
J.  C.  Richmond,         " 

S.  Holman,  repairing  and  breaking  roads,  '" 

John  Rice,  repairing  roads,  "- 

Z.  A.  Boyce,  breaking  road,  '- 
Henry  T.  Hall,  repairing  bridge, 
A.  G.  Beebe,                '' 

.Jonas  Damon,  "  " 


.  12 

25 

o 

00 

4 

50 

4 

00 

27 

00 

9 

38 

6 

69 

60 

88 

20 

31 

o 
6 

67 

29 

29 

7 

12 

16 

00 

.5 

00 

219 

75 

15 

00 

22 

75 

24 

75 

m 

16 

21 

10 

22 

07 

2 

81 

5 

00 

12 

61 

8 

08 

10 

00 

T 

85 

17  17 

14 

88 

20 

G.  0-  Dunton,  repairing  road, 
Joseph  Harris,  " 

"  plank, 

H.  1^\  Chase,  repairing  bridge, 

C.  Colman,  repairing  road, 

D.  P.  Bartlett,  plank, 

C.  L.  Taft,  breaking  road, 
Charles  Perry,  repairing  road, 


Town  Officers. 


1869 

,  4 

00 

4 

00 

3 

00 

8, 

20 

5 

60 

6 

30 

10 

00 

3 

65 

%695  82 


Selectmen,*  -1259  00 

0.  L.  Brock,  Collector.  93  00 

J.  M.  Parker,  Treasurer,  30  00 

Ira  Bailey,  Town  Clerk,  21  04 

Stephen  Batcheller,  Town  Clerk,  6  28 
A.  R.  Gleason,  Superintending  School  Committee,  60  00 

Lewis  Taft,  Sexton,  37  52 

Firewards,  10  00 

Auditors.  3  00 


!$519  84 


Miscellaneous. 

Over  Assessments  1869  abated, 
Tax  assessed  1866  " 

"        ■  1868  " 

1869 
Non-resident  Highway  Tax  1869  worked, 
Printing  Town  Reports  and  express  on  same, 
Certificates  of  Births  and  Deaths, 
Blank  book  for  Scales, 
Coroner's  inquest  of  Roxanna  Chase, 
Affidavit  of  Josiah  Wilson, 
Legal  advice, 

Finishing  Lower  Town  Halls, 
Table  for  Selectmen's  room. 
Work  in  entry,  threshold,  &c.. 
Extra  paint  and  window, 
Printing  for  Fire  Department, 
Record  and  Order  book. 
Ringing  Bell, 
Care  of  Clock,  15  00 


*63  84 

12 

61 

60 

67 

25  13 

27 

62 

34 

80 

16 

75 

3 

00 

21 

44 

3 

50 

1 

25 

350 

00 

6 

00 

7 

00 

>  6 

00 

4 

25 

17 

00 

20 

00 

21 


Cleauing  Halls,  washing  floors,  &c., 

Stove,  pipe  and  zinc  in  Lower  Hall, 

Oil,  wicks,  burners  and  chimneys, 

21  Engine  men. 

Exemption  blanks, 

Expenses  to  Concord  to  settle  Avith  State  Treasurer 

Use  of  teams  for  Town  business. 

Postage,  Surveyor's  book  and  Stationery, 

Journey  to  Keene  three  times. 

Express  on  money  from  County, 

Repairing  locks  and  setting  glass, 

Coffin  for  Roxanna  Chase, 

3  cords  wood  delivered  to  Polly  Osborn, 

Glass,  putty,  and  work  on  armory, 

Repairing  hay  scales. 

Steward's  bill. 

Dogs  killing  sheep, 

David  Forbush,  watering  trough  in  highway, 

Wood,  getting  in  and  sawing. 

Committee  on  Soldiers'  Monument, 

Plan  of  Soldiers'  Monument, 

Clothing  for  Horton  Boys,    • 

Grave  clothes  for  Cyrus  Horton, 

Paid  Treasurer  money  overdrawn. 


6 

00 

29 

18 

17 

64 

63 

00 

2 

00 

,10 

00 

27 

95 

<s 

13 

H 

00 

30 

2 

10 

1 

00 

14 

50 

2 

92 

25 

4 

00 

7 

00 

3 

00 

21 

21 

10 

00 

5 

00 

17 

75 

4 

40 

TO 

(  o 

$959  92 


Recapitulation. 


Paid  School  .Money, 

Notes  and  Interest, 
Town  pauper, 
County  pauper. 
Roads  and  Bridget, 
Town  Officers, 
Miscellaneous. 


$1887 

69 

3512 

63 

869 

75 

330 

07 

695 

82- 

519 

84 

959 

92 

$8775  72 


Liabilities  of  the  Town. 


Due  School  District  No.  8,  $5  00 

"  "  11,  19  25 

Bonded  Debt  of  the  Town,  19800  00 

^9,824  25 


22- 
Assets 

Money  in  Town  Treasury, 

Due  from  County  on  Pauper  account, 

"         Collector  of   1868, 
"  1869, 

"         Musical  Association,  "wood  and  oil. 


Total  Indebtedness  of  the  ToAvn. 


All  of  -which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

NORMAN  U.  CAIIILL,  J     Selectmm 


^209 

85 

145 

14 

oO 

H-2 

465 

15 

10 

00 

1880  46 

S<18,948 

79 

DANIEL  H.  REED,  of 

AYm.  H.  SHIRLEY,  )  FitzwiUiam. 


The  subscribers  having  examined  the  above  report  <»f  the 
Selectmen,  find  it  accurately  cast  and  properly  vouched,  and 
believe  it  to  be  a  true  statement  of  their  doings  in  behalf  of  the 
Town. 


STEPHEN  BATCHELLER,  ] 
SAMUEL  KENDALL,  \ 

FitzwiHiam,  Feb.  28, 1870. 


Avdito/'a. 


The  Bonds  issued  are  due  as  follows: 

July  1, 1870,  $800  00 

Jan.  1, 1871,  2500  00 

July  1,1871,  800  00 

Jan.  1, 1872,  1600  OO 

.Fuly  1, 1872,  2100  00 

Jan.  1, 1873,  300  00 

July  1,1873,  2300  00 

Jan.  1, 1874,  3500  00 

Jan.  1, 1875,  ^700  00 

Jan.  1, 1876,  1000  00 

Jan.  1, 1877,  800  00 


July  1,  1877, 
Jan.  1, 1878, 
Jan.  1, 1880, 
July  1, 1882, 


1400 

00 

400 

00 

200 

00 

1900 

00 

$19,800 

00 

Amount  of  Money  raised  and  committed  to  the 
Highway  Surveyors  as  follows  : 


District  No. 

1,  Jonas  Damon, 

$94  81  due  18  65 

No. 

2,  Henry  T.  Hall, 

59 

73  due  10  00 

No. 

3,  Horace  A.  Firmin, 

75 

53  due    7  54 

No. 

4,  Sylvanus  Holman, 

50 

61  worked  out. 

No. 

5,  Leander  Richardson, 

29 

63  worked  out. 

No. 

6,  Jonas  T.  Thompson, 

61 

28  due  11  95 

No. 

7,  Howard  T.  Clark, 

48 

95  due    6  50 

No. 

8,  Dan.  H.  Reed, 

71 

85  due    1  64 

No. 

•  9,  Henry  II.  Wheeler, 

26 

15  worked  out. 

No. 

10,  John  Rice, 

43 

53  due  6  51 

No. 

11,  D.  A.  Gee, 

23 

04  worked  out. 

No. 

12,  0.  W.  Smith, 

28 

82  due  3  85 

.  No. 

13,  Samuel  Whitney, 

27 

09  due  5  66 

No. 

14,  Joseph  Harris, 

43 

09  worked  out. 

No. 

15,  Reuben  L.  Ano;ier, 

40 

04  no  settlement 

No. 

16,  B.  P.  Harris, 

16 

87  worked  out. 

No. 

17,  0.  Colman, 

33 

74  worked  out. 

No. 

18,  Chas.  Bigelow, 

25 

25  worked  out. 

.  No. 

19,  Timothy  Blodgett, 

35 

60  due  6  69 

No. 

20,  Fred.  E.  Pierce, 

37  40  worked  out. 

No. 

21,  Horace  F.  Chase, 

25 

07  worked  out. 

No. 

22,  Raymond  J.  Walker, 

36 

16  due  11  28 

No. 

28,  Silas  Wliite, 

19 

32  due     6  15 

No. 

24.  D.  C.  Bissell, 

34 

13  due     8  28 

No. 

25,  John  Forristall, 

61 

65  due  10  00 

No. 

26,  Alfred  Whitney, 

47 

56  due     4  67 

No. 

27,  Wm.  H.  Shirley, 

62 

50  due     7  60 

No 

28,  C.  L.  Taft, 

33 

39  worked  out. 

No 

29,  N._  U.  Cahill, 

70 

80  worked  out. 

No 

30,  WiUiam  Lebourveau, 

96 

22  due  10  07 

No. 

31,  Philemon  R.  Ffiirhauks 

,   42 

54  due         82 

TREASURER'S    REPORT. 


Receipts. 

Balance  in  Treasury  last  year, 

Oliver  Hawkins,  Collector,  1866, 

Tra  Bailey,  ^'         1867, 

A.  R.  Gleason,  "         1868, 

0.  L.  Brock,  "         1869, 

County  Paupers, 

License  for  Circus, 

Grass  in  Cemetery, 

Town  Hall, 

Hay  Scales, 

Savings  Bank  Tax  Dividend, 

Railroad  Tax  Dividend, 

Literary  Fund, 

United  States  Bounties, 

Town  of  Jaifrey, 

Selectmen  (overdrawn ) 


$1165  12 
12  61 

1  68 

1191  57 

6772  87 

314  67 

15  00 

1  00 

2-3  00 

9  12 

260  31 

178  54 

67  20 

216  00 

22  15 

73 


-il0,251  57 


Disbursements. 


Paid  153  Orders  of  Selectmen, 
Matured  Coupons. 
Cash  on  hand. 


$8,775  72 

1,266  00 

209  85 


-$10,251  57 


JOHN  M.   PARKER, 

Town  Tremurer. 


The  subscribers,  having   examined  the  above   report   of  the 

Town  Treasurer,  find  it  accurately  cast   and  properly  vouched, 

and  beheve  it  to  be  a  true  statement  of  his   doings  in  behalf  ol' 

the  Town. 

STEPHEN  BATCHELLER,,  ^  .,...,,., 
SAMUEL  KENDALL,  \  ^uaaji^i. 

Pitzwilliam,  Feb.  28,  1870. 
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